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Christina Empedocles
Artist Statement

As a kid, | was the one who tore apart leaves to see how the veins
connected. | learned to identify the animals in my neighborhood and would
crawl through grass and bushes looking for them, putting my hands in the dirt to
see what was there. | studied the sciences at Oberlin College and started a
career as a geologist. But what initially seemed like a way to more closely
understand the natural systems of the world, turned out to increasingly separate
me from it, and | found myself everyday dressed in business casual, hands clean.

The work | have made to complete my Master of Fine Arts degree at California
College of the Arts focuses on accumulating and assembling found objects and
images that stand in for the things I’ve lost touch with over time. By painting
what is obviously a facsimile, | attempt to monumentalize the distance between
myself and the original, using the intense act of looking as a futile means of
getting closer to the things | represent.

1412 14th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005
T: 202-332-8767 F: 866-289-6809 info@irvinecontemporary.com
www.irvinecontemporary.com



